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to put forward his name as a candidate in the
forthcoming elections for the Assembly. Anxious
to avoid any false step at this critical juncture, he
sent Persigny across the Channel to investigate
and report; as the result, he decided that during
the existing upheaval it would be wiser to remain
in the background until the drift of popular
tendencies had become more sharply defined.

On the 2nd of June, the law of banishment
against the Bonapartes was repealed - not out of
any consideration for Louis Napoleon, but to
regularise the position of three of his cousins who
had been elected members of the Assembly. Two
days later were held the supplementary elections.
This time the prince allowed his name to go
forward as a candidate and was elected by four
departments. Immediately, the furtive labours
of his agents bore fruit and Bonapartism leaped
openly into flame. Four Bonapartist newspapers
appeared, favours bearing the prince's portrait
were sold everywhere, cries of " Vive Napollon ! "
and even " Vive Vempereur ! " were heard in the
army and on the boulevards.

This outbreak seriously alarmed the Govern-
ment, which issued a warrant for the arrest of
Louis Napoleon and his principal accomplices. A
debate in the Assembly next day resulted in a
vote that the prince be allowed to take his seat
- which in effect negatived the issue of the warrant